World War
1914
ON JULY 18,1914 Gandhi, accompanied by Kasturbai and Kallen-
bach, sailed for England as a third-class passenger. It was a pleasant
voyage, as the steamer had provided him with ample facilities
including a diet of nuts and fruit.
One day Gandhi persuaded Kallenbach to throw his seven-pound-
worth binocular into the sea. According to Gandhi, this possession,
which the German friend valued so intensely, was not in keeping with
the ideal of simplicity that they aspired to reach.
Gandhi was looking forward to a short period of rest, after his
recent fast. He used to stroll on deck to get a little exercise but even
that exhausted him. At Madeira he heard that war was imminent
and on August 4, two days before Gandhi reached London, war
broke out
On arrival in London Gandhi learnt that Gokhale had been
stranded in Paris where he had gone for reasons of health. Commu-
nications between Paris and London were cut off and, therefore, it
was uncertain when Gokhale would return. Now Gandhi made up
his mind not to return to India till he met Gokhale but meanwhile
to find ways and means of helping the British Empire during the
critical days of the war.
A deputation of the Indian National Congress consisting of
Bhupendranath Basu, Jinnah, Lajpat Rai and three others happened
to be in London in connection with the proposed reform of the Indian
council. As soon as war was declared they along with other prom-
inent Indians addressed a letter to the Secretary of State for India
for submission to the King. Amongst other things the letter stated:
" We have not the slightest doubt that, on previous occasions, when
the British forces were engaged in defending the interests of the
empire, so on the present, the princes and peoples of India will
readily and willingly co-operate to the best of their ability."